United States Department of the Interior

Fi5H AND WILGLIFE SERVICE
N L P Ben | 306
Reply Refer To: ARaGutsgue, Mirw Moo ETH3

MAR 21 2005

Mr Bobert M. fohioson, PE.
Erirector, Dallas Water Utilities
City of Dajlas

E 5N Maritts, dAM

Lallas, Texas 75101

Prear M. fohnson:

Thank you for your letter daved March 16, 2003, stating the Ciry's interest i developing a working
rekatianshing with the LS. Fish and Wildtife Service (Service) reganding the proposed Meches River
Nanicnet Wildlife Refuge (Refuge ). and potential plans for developeient of 5 water resarvols i the
SBITH: ArCA

Thet Service soin Wikl be rebeasing an Environmenat Assessmeeni, Land Procection Plan, and
Concepiust Management #lan for mview by the public dewilmg the Service’s propasal. There with
be 3 45-day period for the public W provide contnvents, culminating in public meetings ko provide
citizens ar additional opportunity to voice their concome. Following the conunemt perind. we witl
then consider the inpr from the public snd make adjusteents to the proposal 25 pecessary. The
proposal will the be sent wo the Director of the Service for review and appreval.

Because the 0y s watir-cinvelopimest proposal is in e very sarly stages wilth respoct to _
deretmining 3 footprint, we are hositant bo stake to what degree the Refoge promosal and a teservol
propesal mighe eonflict But rest assured, we witl work with the City to find those windows of
opparTumity i work togeiher, informed dialogee betwaen: ooer staffs will he ingrommant it semching
ot theizse OpcITIINtieS,

With nespecs o the Refuge having an slernats foodprint, we would be bard-pressed A this pail 1o
develon & refuge elsewhere along the Meches River, The 25,000 acves of Lmd we have idenitified in
our proposal are uniqec. They prescl the best apportubity Sof our agency to prodect the dwindbing
betrtromibaund fundewood resources in Texas, The mote the fociponts oF & reserviir and the

Fefuge overlap, the less Jikely we would be able vo meet owr hakital objectives. You will e
receiving a copry of the Service's Envirenmental Assessmen as soon as 11 becomes avalsble.
Members ol your s&l¥ also will be noufied of the public meetings tentatively scheduled fnr May.

{ ook forward to our continuing diatogue. IF vou have any questicns in: e meantime, pease do
hesimbe e conbact noe an $05-248-74 £, of Tont Baca, Chief of Planning, Natienal Wildlife Refuge
System, at 5052856631
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
P.O. Box 1306
Albequergue, New Mexico 87103

March 14, 2005

Ms. Janice Bezanson

Executive Director

Texas Committee on MNatural Resources
31532 Bee Caves Road, Suite 110
Austin, TX 78746

Dear Ms. Bezanson:

[n response to your phone inquiry of this moming, | am providing you with my biological
opinion of the relative merits of lands for mitigation. T base this on 25+ years of
experience as a Wildlife Biologist and a specialist in bottomland hardwood forest
ecosysiems.

You inquired about the quality of mitigation lands when established around the perimeter
of the reservoir. In my opinion, lands on the upper end of a reservoir are in no way
comparable to an intact bottomland hardwood forest system, especially in the first years
after inundation. Even in an older reservoir, lands used as mitigation on the upper end of
reservoir projects are a very poor substitute for bottomland forests in the forested corridor
along the river. The foresis along the Neches River support a more diverse wildlife
population in a vastly more productive habitat than would be found along the upper end
of a reservoir. Moreover, mitigation sites along the upper end of reservoirs are
overrepresented in refuges and wildlife management areas compared with intact
bottomland hardwood forests that would be inundated by reservoirs.

I hope this answers your question regarding the relative biological attributes of these two
very different habitat types. Please do not hesitale to contact me if you need additional
information.

im Meal i
Migratory Bird Management Specialist
U5, Fish and Wildlife Service
P.0). Box 4655 SFA Siation

Nacogdoches, TX 75962
(936) 569-6129 (office)
(936) 560-1486 (fax)
jim_neal @fws.gov



